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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Anti-Olympic campaign says: "A police state is nothing to 'make Britain proud'"

No London 2012, the campaign against the London Olympic bid, spent Wednesday afternoon weathering phone calls from international radio, keen to assess the damage that local people feel the Olympic developments will cause. 

Spokesperson for No London 2012, Carmen Bahkte, said:

The LDA and its image-masters London 2012 have denied the intimate relation that local people have for this area, have inflated economic benefits, and are prepared to trample on business and civil liberties, simply to host a glamorous, two week event.

There has been a pronounced institutionalisation of consent via marketing promotions and the consultation procedures themselves. Olympic bid advertising has played on a shallow patriotism and the bid flies on a multicultural flag. Yet in the London boroughs where the Olympics would be held, the police have a continuing history of racist assault and corruption, even murder, while UK anti-terror legislation has targeted migrant and Muslim communities as well as (non-violent) political activists. A police state is nothing to 'make Britain proud'.

The IOC evaluation report released in June praised the London bid for its legacy commitments to sport and the environment. We reject these strongly.

- 
The Olympic developments will lay waste to local sporting facilities -- the Hackney and Leyton Football League are threatened, cycling facilities used by road-racing time trialers and the learning disabled will be bulldozed, and the open space frequented by runners, walkers, circuit trainers and the like, will be taken out of public use for a full 14 years

- 
Environmentalists have been in the avant-garde of local opposition. The Olympic developments threaten important wildlife habitats, exacerbate land contamination and disrupt complex flood-relief systems. The River Lea system is a designated Site of Metropolitan Importance for nature conservation, and contains other statutory-protected areas (including Sites of Special Scientific Interest).

We have a centuries-old right to this open space. Parts of the area are Metropolitan Open Land, and historically areas of common grazing (Lammas).

Campaigners wonder how persuasive the economic regeneration proposals were to members of the IOC. Businessmen from the Lower Lea Valley have already mounted a legal challenge to LDA compensation proposals which have been 20-30% less than prices paid for land; several will now be facing the prospect of closure. An estimated 5,542 jobs will be relocated. LDA plans for training benefits from the Olympic developments fall to sectors that are low-waged, high hazard, notoriously flexibilised and insecure. Over 1,000 people will be displaced from housing and traveller settlements around Clays Lane (Stratford).

In contrast to the optimism of official pronouncements, No London 2012 suggests a trajectory of continuing uneven development, the possible bankruptcy of regional government, and a displacement of costs onto the local state and London tax payer. The Department of Culture, Media and Sport have pointed to "a raid on lottery monies" to the tune of £64 million per annum, 2005-2012, hitting small organisations all over the country. The initial burden of funding falls on London council tax payers, the LDA and National Lottery. The IOC demands that host cities underwrite all liabilities. Sydney 2000 cost over twice the pre-bid figures; in Athens, total costs will be at least four times the bid committee's initial budget. Like citizens of Montreal, who finish paying for the 1976 Olympics this year, we wonder where it all might end.

The network will be discussing the next steps of its campaign over the coming weeks. Activists already plan to undertake some information gathering for the UN-funded Centre for Housing Rights and Evictions who have an open research project on Olympic developments. We also plan to raise with the Chinese Embassy the displacement of 300,000 people for the 2008 Olympic developments (and supplementary parks), and the imprisonment of opponents protesting their loss of livelihood and housing (reported by Amnesty International's Annual Report 2004).

ENDS

For further information, please contact Carolyn Smith on 020-7739 3435 <c.smith4@lycos.com>.

Notes for editors
No London 2012 is a network of environmental, open space and planning activists, residents of the Olympic boroughs, campaigners against racialised policing and immigration laws, squatting and sporting activists, boat owners, and other libertarians. The network came together in December 2004.

We oppose the bid on the grounds of:

- 
Destruction of local sports facilities, housing and settlements, for  global corporate spectacle

- 
Habitat destruction, wildlife casualties, and the loss of common land

- 
Impact of development on local economy, job relocation; training for low wages and death

- 
Council tax rises, diversion of other funds

- 
Civil liberties and human rights implications

- 
Inadequate consultation and the institutionalisation of consent

We organised several successful protests during the IOC visit to London last February (including a narrowboat regatta, a march from Stratford to the Olympic area, and a Rising Tide cycle protest from the GLA to the Lower Lea Valley), set up a website <www.nolondon2012.org> and online petition, raised the media profile (particularly in broadcast media and in the regeneration and local press). In June we sent a lobby submission to all voting IOC members highlighting the damaging impact of the prospective Games.

Other campaigns against the London Olympics include the Hackney and Leyton Football League (with a separate, sport-focused platform), the Marshgate Lane traders association (highlighting the paucity of compensation for compulsory purchase and lack of time for effective removal, the potential loss of jobs and firm closure), Clays Lane Housing Co-operative (due to be demolished to make way for the Olympic village), and the Hackney Marsh User Group, who have been opposing the bid for well over two years. Newham-based film maker Parmjit Singh has recently completed his campaigning video The Bid, which was also sent to the IOC. 

Campaigning against the Olympics is an international phenomenon. No London 2012 is in touch with campaigners from Hell's Kitchen in New York, and most recently in Paris and Madrid; a workshop with two activists from the Greek campaign Anti-2004 (against the Athens Olympics) with Anne Woollett of the Hackney Marsh User Group was among the events which sparked our network launch. There are also vigorous campaigns against the Winter Olympics in Vancouver 2010 where campaigners are protesting about the seizure of indigenous land. Leipzig, Berlin and Torino have all had vigorous anti-Olympic protest movements. 
